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Alaska Students Named as Special Olympics 

U.S. Youth Ambassadors
ANCHORAGE, Alaska – August, 19, 2022 – Aliyas Sargento and Jaeden Binion, of Anchorage, Alaska will represent Special Olympics Alaska (SO-AK) as members of the newest cohort of Special Olympics U.S. Youth Ambassadors. The 2022-2024 class of U.S. Youth Ambassadors consists of 14 youth leaders from across the U.S. with and without intellectual disabilities who are striving to make the nation a more inclusive place for all. These youth leaders will act as advocates, share stories, and demonstrate the values of Inclusive Youth Leadership across the country. 
Jaeden Binion and Aliyas Sargento and are strong representatives for Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® — a program that creates sports, leadership, and whole school engagement opportunities for students with and without intellectual disabilities. SO-AK is proud to serve more than 80 Unified Champions Schools programs across the state. Both Jaeden and Aliyas have a long history of involvement with Special Olympics Alaska. Jaeden has been an active Special Olympics Alaska athlete for over 5 years and has participated in the Partner’s Club and Unified Track and Field Team at Service High School, shared his story on Capitol Hill for Special Olympics Alaska, and presented at the Alaska Statewide Special Education Conference on the school program at Service. Aliyas has been engaged with the program for over 6 years as a Unified Partner, including participating in Camp Shriver Alaska nearly every summer and volunteering for local and state competitions over the years as a lane monitor for bowling tournaments, and a score keeper for bocce tournaments.

The U.S. Youth Ambassadors program is designed to amplify and empower the essential voices of youth and engage them as they help us shape the future of Unified Champion Schools. Through training, engagement, and activation at the national level, U.S. Youth Ambassadors are strong leaders of the Inclusion Revolution.
“I’m excited to tackle on these responsibilities of what comes with being a youth ambassador. It’s very different than what I am used, but I am ready and excited to try out the various new tasks they have planned out for us. Everyone I have met is super nice and very welcoming. I can already tell that this will be a fun year for Jaeden and me!” said Aliyas.
"I am excited to meet and get to know the other Youth Ambassadors and share how inclusion has made a difference in my life," said Jaeden
“Alaska’s Youth Ambassadors are both committed to the Special Olympics mission and to creating a more inclusive world for the intellectually disabled. They will have an extraordinary experience and have an opportunity to make the world a better place. Alaska is proud of both Alyias and Jaeden,” said Sue Perles, President and CEO of SO-AK. 
For more information about Unified Champion Schools, please visit GenerationUnified.org.
About Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools®

Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® is a strategy in more than 8,000 schools Pre-K through university across the U.S. that intentionally promotes social inclusion by bringing together students with and without intellectual disabilities through Special Olympics Unified Sports®, inclusive youth leadership opportunities, and whole school engagement. The three-component model offers a unique combination of effective activities that equip young people with the knowledge, skills, tools and training to create classrooms and school climates of acceptance, respect, and meaningful inclusion. These are school climates where students with disabilities feel welcome and are routinely included in -- and feel a part of -- all activities, opportunities, and functions. The Unified Champion Schools program is funded by the Office of Special Education Programs at the U.S. Department of Education. Engage with us on: Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, TikTok, and YouTube. Learn more at GenerationUnified.org. 
For more information about Special Olympics Alaska, please visit www.specialolympicsalaska.org. 
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