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It is not easy to stay focused on school when your personal life is in turmoil; and that is what Ms. Couch has done. Her father was diagnosed with cancer this year and the emotional stress of watching a loved one, a parent battle sickness, is not something any child should have to face. Ms. Couch has faced this challenge alongside those of any typical middle school student with a positive attitude. Her drive to continue to improve and maintain good grades in school and her participation in extracurricular activities such as cheer leading and basketball is evident in her work ethic and dedication. For this reason, I nominate her for the Phoenix Award.
